Several researchers have lumped together all or many American Pleistocene equids of large size. Indeed, the discrimination is not easy. I do not believe, however, than the ‘lumping’ is justified otherwise than as an escape in front of a complex taxonomical problem. The following dispersion diagrams of cranial dimensions provide a basis for further discussions.

CRANIAL PROPORTIONS OF

CABALLINES, SOUTH AMERICAN AMERHIPPUS, A. OCCIDENTALIS and ?E. MEXICANUS
1. In South American Amerhippus, A. occidentalis, and ?E. mexicanus the vertex length is longer relative to the basilar length than in extant Caballines.
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2. In Amerhippus and A. occidentalis the cheek length is longer relative to the nasoincisival notch than in extant Caballines and ?E. mexicanus.
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3. In A. occidentalis and some Amerhippus the posterior ocular line is longer relative to the anterior ocular line.
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4. In the A. occidentalis alone, the basilar proportions are not caballine.
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To summarize :  

	 
	Caballines
	?E. mexicanus
	Amerhippus
	?E. occidentalis

	Vertex
	-
	+
	+
	+

	Cheek
	-
	-
	+
	+

	Post. Ocul. Line
	-
	-
	part
	+

	Palate-Vomer
	+
	+
	+
	-


Only A. occidentalis is always apart from the Caballines.  

